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very ysar, millions visit New York Stste’s Adirondack Park,

encompassing 8 mountainoUs ragion larger than Yellowstone,

Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Glacier and Great Smoky Mountains

Nstional Parks combined. In the 19th cantury, Sarstoga Springs

was a launching geteway for those seeking adventure in the
vast wilderness before it bacame “The Park.” A century and a half later,
the "Health, History and Horses City” continues to be a springboard
for travelers forging north. The accounts of the 19th century men and
women who venturad into Tha Adirondacks and made its mountains,
Izkas, straams and glens a magnet for "wilderness experiances” merge
into an absorbing story reflacting our American spirit of opportunistic
pursuits, both recraationsal and financial, oftan in symbiosi&

Ed Collins (Eamon O'Coiledin) writss
sbout these adventurers and the
pivotal role Sarstogs Springs played

in Unlocking The Adirondacks. He
highlights ruthless financier Thomas
Durant who established railroad
connections from “The Spa Village”
into The Adirondacks in the 1570s,
ushering in the ara of "The Graat
Camps” and their weslthy owners who,
by extenszion of their "gilded coattails,”
fosterad a long fins of entrepranaurs
luring people to the mountsins,

By the turn of that century into the
20th, people elong the northeastem
sesboard were “vacating their city
residencas in summers” to pursua
"Adirondack adventures,” creating
our modern American practica of

“sUmmer vacstions.” In chronicling this
interesting slice of Saratoga Springs
history, Collins reveals the role the
Irish plsyed in establishing Sarstoga
Springs as a horse racing and cultursl
macca and in laying the 19th century
foundstions for today's escapss

into the modern-dey Adirondack
Park. Durants life plays outto its

final chapter in The Adirondacks,
reminiscant of Orson Welles’ great
cinamatic achisvemant Citizen Kane.
Collins first travelsd into The
Adirondacks in the mid-1950s,

He and his wifs, Jean, live in their
Adirondack cabin retrazt, craftsd from
native [lumber, high on & mountain
naar Thirteenth Leks thatinspires his
resaarch and writings and where he
enjoys photographing landscapes.
Savarsl of hiz photos era included

in an engrossing All Aboard for the
Adirondscks histoncal narrative that
recounts a by-gone era.

Collins’ many othar works include:
observations on the lagacies of
those who venturad aarly on into
The Adirondacks in Adirondac;

a parsonal reflection of surviving
& life-thrastening health crisis,

Adirondack >
Company Raii Ris
Headguartersy
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Photo courtesy of the George S. Bolster Collection,
Saratoge Springs History Museum.

inspiring others to re-examine their
own livas; & narrative about the
importance of avocstions! pursuits
in senior years; an account of his
personally surpassing 40,000 miles
of daily walking {far more than Forest
Gumpl); & travel chronide during the
early covid pandemic months; and
articles about Irish history and Irish
culursl contributions in America. As
wall, he has published poetry and
photography - a recent magazine
covar fasturas his autumn photo of 5
forsver-wild Adirondack Leka.

Inthe spirit of his good raad All
Aboeard forthe Adirondacks, the
writar's cUrrant focUs is & biographical
account of & 20th cantury descendent
of North America’s First Psople who
lived a long lifa “off 'a tha land” in

The Adirondacks, naver “tstherad 10
things, property or residsnce.” Atthe
same tims, he's working on s long tals
about connactions made between
two people whoss chance Adirondack
encountar led to & lifs's repairand
renewal, As with All Abosrd for the
Adirondsacks, his works liva and brasthe
The Adirondacks, He can be contactad
via tha USPS, North River, NY. @
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NORTH CREEK RAILWAY STATION

AT THIS SITE EARLY IN THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 14,1901
THEODORE ROOSEVELY RECEIVED THE MESSAGE THAT
PRESIDENT McKINLEY HAD DIED IN BUFFALO AND THAT HE
HAD BECOME PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
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As more elegant hotels Collinses saved enough

and resorts were being fram thei
built in the Adirondacks
in the late 19th century,
more and more wealthy
Americans summered
there. But, as we know,
there i wealth, and then

years of service

to the Vanderbilts to eam
their own "Failte 1 - the
purchased The Duryea C
on Blue Mountain Lake and
renamed it The Hedges, still
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different management after
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leather into bindings. True to the old
Irish crofter proverb that “you'll never
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Today, New York State's Adirondack Park,
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Read Simply Saratoga Fall, due out in
September for more of this great tale! @




